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Overview 
The Wonders Adaptive Learning system provides a differentiated pathway for foundational 
skills instruction and practice to support students’ individual needs.  
The system focuses on three main foundational skills topics:

• Phonemic Awareness
• Phonics
• Structural Analysis

The Adaptive Learning system targets discrete skills in each of the foundational skills 
strands and follows a systematic learning progression from grades K through 6. Students 
are placed into the system in their zone of proximal development, and they work through 
activities that are available to them in each of the topics. The system moves the student 
through the learning progression for each of the topics. Students must complete the 
necessary prerequisites for each skill group before progressing to the next topic.

Each activity covers a specific skill learning objective, and it includes explicit instruction, 
targeted practice, and corrective feedback (if needed). In this way, students can work 
toward proficiency and receive necessary support before moving on to a subsequent skill. 

The Adaptive Learning system provides detailed reports so teachers can follow their 
students’ progress and intervene if necessary. The reports note the specific skills individual 
students are working on and how they are progressing, either meeting proficiency or 
working through remediation activities.

For WonderWorks and EL users, Adaptive functionality and the student experience has not 
changed. The latest Adaptive updates are enhancements for the teacher dashboard and 
reports to help improve the teacher experience.
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Student Experience
Students access Adaptive Learning through the rainbow button on 
the Wonders home screen. 

A D A P T I V E  L E A R N I N G

Wonders Student Dashboard
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The Placement Test includes a sampling of skills, ranging from grades K-6, from all the skill 
groups in the program, including Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, and Structural Analysis. 
Students will start the Placement Test with a skill at the beginning of Kindergarten in the 
learning progression.

Placement Test
The Adaptive Learning system will launch in a new window. In order to prevent any issues 
with the system, please make sure that pop-ups are enabled in the students’ browsers. 
When students enter the system for the first time, they are presented with an opening 
screen that prepares them to start the placement test. The directions will be automatically 
read aloud, and students will select “Get Started” to start the placement test. 

Adaptive Learning Student Welcome Screen 



Revised August 2023 6

 

The placement test is adaptive. When the student answers correctly, the system will move 
the student on to a harder skill. If the student answers incorrectly, it will move back to an 
easier skill. If they leave in the middle of the placement test, the system will return them  
to the page where they left off so they can continue when they log in to their next session. 
When the student has answered sufficient questions in each topic for the system to 
determine where they should be placed, the placement test will end. 

At the end of the placement test, the student will see a completion screen and will be 
placed in a specific skill group for each of the topics. The teacher can view where the 
student has placed in the system on the Teacher Dashboard.

Tutorial
Immediately after they finish the placement test, students will be placed into a “Get Started” 
tutorial. They will also have access to the tutorial from a button on the Student Dashboard 
labeled, “Get Started”. 

The tutorial provides an overview of different activity types, and models how to perform 
various interactions necessary to answer the questions.

Sample Questions from Placement Test
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Student Course Dashboard
Each time a student enters Adaptive Learning, they will go to their course dashboard. 
Each topic is labeled with a different environment theme for students–Forest Fun, Ocean 
Adventure, and Space Time. These environments correspond to the teacher-facing topics: 
Phonemic Awareness (Forest Fun), Phonics (Ocean Adventure), and Structural Analysis 
(Space Time).

The Dashboard Progress Bars on the Topic cards allow students to understand their 
progress within a Skill Group level. It shows their activities completed versus the total 
activities in the Skill Group level.

The topic cards on the dashboard show the current skill group level that is available to the 
student within each topic. The level numbers correspond to skill groups in the learning 
progression for that topic. The skills in each level (skill group) can be viewed in the teacher’s 
Student Progress Report as well as in the Learning Progression document in the Teachers’ 
Resources page.



Students access a skill group by clicking on the topic card from the dashboard. They 
progress through the program, moving from one skill group level to the next, in each 
topic. Once students complete all activities in a skill group, it will no longer appear on their 
dashboard. Instead, they will see a new skill group for that topic (for example, Level 4 will 
become Level 5). Students may work across topics, moving from one topic’s active skill 
group to another available topic’s skill group.

Occasionally, students may see a locked topic. This occurs when they have not yet met 
the prerequisite for the next skill group for that topic. For example, a student may need 
to complete a prerequisite Phonemic Awareness skill group before moving on to the 
next Phonics skill group. The list of prerequisite skill groups can be found in the Learning 
Progression document in the Teachers’ Resources page.

Revised August 2023 8
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Skill Group Map
When students are in a topic, the skill group map shows the skill group level and the 
number of activities available in the group. As students move through the activities, they 
will need to click the “Next” button to move on to the next screen to see the next available 
activity. Each activity is numbered and has a character image that corresponds with the 
theme of the topic (Forest Fun, Ocean Adventure, and Space Time).

Each of the topics has a different number of skill groups and activities, depending on the 
corresponding grade and complexity of the skill.

• Phonemic Awareness has 10 skill groups covering grades K and 1 skills
• Phonics has 38 skill groups covering grades K-6 skills
• Structural analysis has 14 skill groups covering grades 1-6 skills

Students select the first available activity to start working. Activities that come after the 
available activity will show as unavailable (lock symbol). Activities that come before the 
available activity will show as completed (check mark). If a student leaves the program and 
returns to this skill group level, they will see the screen with the current available activity 
when they log in to their next session, based on where they left off.

Forest Fun Skill Group Map
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When a student completes all activities in a skill group level, they will be able to move 
on to the next skill group for that topic. In some cases, it may also unlock skill groups 
in another topic for which it is a prerequisite. For example, a student may complete a 
prerequisite Phonics skill group and then be able to move to a Structural Analysis activity 
that incorporates sound-spellings from the Phonics skill group.

Skill Group Completed Screen
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Activities and Instructional Model 
The Activity Progress Bar allows the student to understand where they are within an activity 
in relation to the end of the activity. It shows the pages completed versus the total pages in 
the activity, including the instruction pages.
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Each activity consists of the following parts: explicit instruction and modeling in a 
minilesson, practice, and corrective feedback (if needed). As part of the minilesson, the 
system audio guide models how to apply the skill and understand the interaction needed to 
complete the activity using a “Think-Aloud” technique.

When the minilesson is complete, students begin to practice the skill independently. The 
system guides the student through both parts of the activity, with audio directions and 
visual prompting. Once the student enters the practice portion of the activity, the system will 
evaluate their responses to determine what they should do next. If the student responds 
correctly, they move through the practice exercises until they reach a proficient level for the 
skill. 

Sample Structural Analysis Minilesson

Sample Practice Page with Correct AnswerSample Practice Page
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If a student answers a question incorrectly, they immediately receive corrective feedback. 
The audio guide provides explicit corrective feedback for the specific skill including the 
correct answer. Then the student can try the question again. Corrective feedback is given 
for the first two missed tries in an activity. The student will then have a third try to answer 
the question. If the student answers incorrectly a third time, the correct answer will be 
shown, and the student may proceed to the next question.

If a student continues to struggle in an activity after receiving corrective feedback, they 
will receive a remediation activity. If they do well in the remediation activity, they will 
automatically return to the primary activity. If they do not do well, they will be locked out of 
the activity. The teacher will be notified on the Teacher Dashboard. This allows the teacher 
the opportunity to intervene and provide support to the student before unlocking the 
activity. In this scenario, the student can also go back to the course dashboard by clicking 
on the “Home” button to work on a different topic in the meantime.

Sample Practice Page with Incorrect answer
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Teacher Experience

Wonders Course Dashboard

Teachers can access Adaptive Learning from three locations in the Wonders course. 

Accessing Adaptive Learning in Wonders 
When the course first opens, there is a link available on the main dashboard. 

Additionally, there will be a link to 
Adaptive Learning on the WonderWorks 
course dashboard and on the Wonders 
for English Learners course dashboard.

Wonders for English Learners Course Dashboard

WonderWorks Course Dashboard
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Teacher Dashboard
The Adaptive Learning system for the teacher includes four active pages: Dashboard, 
Student Progress, Placement Test, and Teacher Resources. The system always opens  
to the Dashboard. 

Teacher Dashboard

At the top of the Dashboard are insight panels for quick student information. Those will be
discussed in more detail later in the Guide. 

This Dashboard shows a sample list of students who have access to Adaptive Learning in 
your class, their Current Location within the system for each topic, and their Current Status 
(i.e., Not started, In progress, Proficient, Proficient with multiple attempts, or Locked). The 
dashboard will not show student progress until a student has completed the Placement Test.

The Current Location will be listed as topic/skill group/activity, for example, Phonics/Skill 
Group 1 (Grade K) /Activity 2.  Students who are currently locked in one or more activities 
will have a red lock icon displayed next to their name. Teachers can select the student’s 
name to view their Student Progress Report where they can unlock the student to allow 
moving on to the next activity.
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Placement Test Report	
As students start the Placement Test, teachers will be able to see the test status as “In 
progress” on the Placement Test Report. After a student completes the placement test,  
the teacher will see the skill group in which that student has been placed for each topic.  
If teachers click the skill group number, they will see a description of the skill group content. 

Placement Test Report
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Student Progress Report

Student Progress Report  
Teachers track students’ activity in the system through the Student Progress Report. 

Teachers can click on a student’s name from the dashboard or choose Student Progress 
from the menu on the left to open the Student Progress Report. The report displays all 
topics, skill groups, and activities in the program, showing the progress for an individual 
student through each activity within their placement range. The report has a dropdown 
menu to view other students’ results. The information is grouped by topic and grade level.  
Each row represents a skill group, while each box represents an activity within that skill 
group, showing the various states for each activity. The states are represented by different 
icons in the Legend at the top of the page.

The states include:
• Not Started
• In Progress – Currently completing the primary activity (on any attempt)
• Fast Track Proficient – 50% of questions correct on the first try
• Proficient – Minimum of 80% correct 
• Proficient with Multiple Attempts – Proficient after remediation or teacher unlocking 
• Locked – 20% incorrect
• In Remediation – Currently in a remediation activity
• Out of Range – Not placed in this portion of the program (e.g., based on placement test)
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Teachers can click on an activity to see data, including the skill description, number of 
questions in the activity, how many questions were answered correctly on first try, correct 
with support, answered incorrectly, and received remediation.

Student Progress Report Showing Detailed Activity Information
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Student Progress Report Showing Activity Locked 

The red lock symbol in the status indicates that a student has been locked out of an activity. 
At this point, the student has received corrective feedback and a remediation activity but 
is still struggling to understand the skill. This real-time data about where the student is 
struggling allows the teacher to intervene with face-to-face support.

After the teacher has provided support to the student, the activity can be unlocked and the 
student can try it again for a second attempt.
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Teacher Edit Location 
The Edit Location feature gives teachers the control to move a student’s location within 
a given topic to support student engagement and learning. The rationale for moving a 
student may include: 
• Students are consistently triggering remediation or being locked out of activities. The 

teacher can move the student to a lower-level Skill Group to give them the support 
they need to reach proficiency. 

• Students are advancing as fast track proficient on multiple activities in a row. The 
teacher may choose to move the student ahead to a higher Skill Group more aligned 
to their proficiency level.
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• The teacher is required to provide a reason for the location change. A survey prompts 
them on whether the Skill Group was too hard, or too easy, or if the placement test 
position was inaccurate based on their classroom observations.

• The Learning Progression document includes information on the gates and prerequisites for 
each Skill Group that should be considered when editing a student’s location. For example, 
moving a student forward beyond Phonics Level 5 will also move the student through 
Phonemic Awareness Gate 3.
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Teacher Activity Preview 
The Teacher Activity Preview provides easy, direct access to preview all Wonders Adaptive 
activity content from within the teacher experience. 
It provides teachers an easy way to directly navigate to individual activities outside of the 
student experience to support their students. Teachers may also want to preview activity 
content to determine the appropriate Skill Group level when manually editing a student’s 
location within a topic.
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Teacher Insights Panels 
New Teacher Insights Panels provide targeted actionable information for teachers to quickly
assess student performance. By having this information at point of use, teachers will 
immediately know which students need support or a reminder to logon to the system.

The three panel’s report on student activity:
• Students that are locked
• Students that are inactive
• Minutes all students have been in the Adaptive system in the last seven days

The Insights Panels appear at the top of the Adaptive Learning teacher dashboard.

From this view, all of the students in the class are shown. There is a filtering option to show 
just students in WonderWorks or Wonders for EL.

From the Insights Panels, clicking on student names that display in the Locked or Inactive 
panels will launch a new tab that displays the student’s Progress Report page. This will 
provide the activity detail for more information to support the student.

The information collected in the Insights Panels will automatically update every time a 
teacher logs on or refreshes the course.
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There are two places to view the Teacher Insights Panels in WonderWorks and
Wonders for English Learners courses. The panels appear in the Adaptive Learning Tabs in 
the courses.

WonderWorks
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Wonders for English Learners

From the compact view within WonderWorks or Wonders for English Learners , a teacher can 
launch the full screen Adaptive version by using the “Adaptive Learning Dashboard” link. 

When the Adaptive Dashboard is opened from WonderWorks or Wonders for EL programs
only the students in those classes will show up. There is a filtering option available to view
all the students in the full Wonders class as well.
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Teacher Reset the Placement Test
The Wonders Adaptive Placement Test now gives teachers the ability to reset a student, 
reassigning the Placement Test as needed.
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Set End Goal for Students in Placement Test Page
Teachers will assign the End Goal by grade level for a student as they see fit, giving them 
the ability to customize each student’s ending point in the Adaptive program. A student’s 
End Goal can be edited as needed by the teacher. 
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Print Student Data
Teachers can use the Print Page icon at the top right of the Student Program Progress to 
print all student data.
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Filtering for All Students and WW or EL Students 
Teachers can use the Filters menu on their Dashboard to view all students, students using 
WonderWorks, or EL Students. 
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Teacher Resources
Teachers have access to several support resources 
and documentation within the program in the 
Teachers’ Resources section. The documents include 
the system Learning Progression and system Image 
Credits. More information will be added as resources 
become available.


